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Research Title: Developing the cultural capital of ancient communities in Korat
through social power
Researchers: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Phonsetthi Wuttipanyaisakun and

Asst. Prof. Dr.Paiwan Purimart

Department: Mahachulalongkornrajavidyala University Nakhon Ratchasima
Campus
Fiscal year: o&or/2025
ABSTRACT

This research aims to: 1. Study the cultural capital of ancient communities in
the original Korat region; 2. Develop the cultural capital areas of ancient communities in
the original Korat region through social power; and 3. Create a collaborative network for
developing the cultural capital of ancient communities in the original Korat region
through social power. The research methodology is qualitative. Thirty key informants
were interviewed, and data was collected using interview questionnaires. Data was
analyzed using descriptive content analysis.

The research findings revealed that:

1. The cultural capital of ancient communities in the original Korat region is a
crucial foundation that shapes the way of life and identity of the community. It
comprises religious, social, artistic and handicraft, and natural cultural capital. Buddhism
serves as a framework of ethical values and is the center of learning and social
relationships. Social capital reflects the strength of kinship and mutual assistance within
the community. Folk arts and handicrafts are both intellectual heritage and the
economic base of the community. Natural capital reflects a balanced coexistence with
the environment. When these capitals are combined, they create cultural, economic,
and quality of life stability for the community.

2. The development of cultural capital areas of ancient communities in the
original Korat region through participatory power is carried out in cooperation with
government agencies, local administrative organizations, temples, communities, and
partner networks, prioritizing community participation. The development process begins
with the study of documents and information. 1. Field surveys and assessments of the
value and potential of cultural resources aim to conserve, restore, and develop public

spaces into creative Buddhist learning centers. The ancient community of Wat Phra Non



Ban Khlong Khwang, an original site in Korat, has been developed as a model area
reflecting community identity, coupled with the promotion of the economy, tourism,
and the systematic transfer of knowledge to youth.

2. Building a collaborative network for developing cultural capital through
social power, linking the work between government agencies, local leaders, and the
public. The government plays a supporting role in providing knowledge, resources, and
policies; local leaders coordinate cooperation and drive activities in the area; while the
public and community scholars transmit wisdom and participate in designing learning
activities. This process leads to the development of creative model learning centers that
align with Buddhist cultural practices. Networking strengthens social power and creates

long-term sustainability in community conservation and development.
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